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Executive Function Weaknesses

e Conceptual reasoning abilities may be
stronger than their output and
productivity

¢ Consequently, these students are
inefficient with their work and have
difficulty showing what they know in
the classroom

e Study skills and test performance are
compromised

® Academic grades may not reflect
actual intellectual ability

Examples of Executive Function

@ Problem solving skills and abilities
& Planning from the beginning until the end

& Ability to think in an organized way to manage belongings,
schedules and assignments

@ Using past knowledge when planning for novel situations
@ Task initiation

@ Prioritization

@ Completing assignments

@ Seeing the future goal



http://understood.org

Executive Function

q Mental Flexibility ‘
A‘ Working Memory ‘

%

Inhibitory Control ‘

(Ozonoff 2002)
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An example might be:

Flexibility:
Starting and stopping

Working memory:
Writing a sentence / paragraph

Inhibitory control:
Self-regulation

3 P
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Goal-setting

The ability to set clearly
defined goals and
appropriate goals and then
follow through to achieve the

goals
Dawson and Guare, 2012

Exhibited behaviors:

* Difficulty in identifying long
range goals

* Fails to complete
assignments due to difficulties
with prioritizing aspects of the
assignment

Kaufman, 2010
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Sequencing

Exhibited behaviors:
*Difficulties with details
and sequence of
assignments
% Overwhelmed by task

The ability to put information demands that require
sequencing

in a logical and familiar * Difficulties with reading
order. comprehension
Dawson and Guare, 2012 * Difficulties solving math
problems that require

sequencing
Kaufman, 2010






